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LA GRANDE CAVALE 
Original version: French 

 
 

Directors: Christoph Lauenstein, Wolfgang Lauenstein  
Genre: Animation, family, adventures, comedy 

Countries of origin: Germany, Belgium 
Voices: Kaycie Chase, Loic Guingand, Jean-Phlippe Meyer, Ruby 
Minard,Milan Morrotti,  Frederick Solunto, Zahner 
, 

Length : 1 h 32 
 

From 8 years and older 
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SYNOPSIS 
Marnie, a pampered housecat who watches too many TV crime shows, a scaredy-cat 
guard dog, a yoga-practising chicken destined for the farmer's stockpot and a dim zebra 
with a secret team up to thwart (more by accident than design) a gang of international 
housebreakers. But not before the furred and feathered foursome have themselves been 
mistaken for the thieves. They embark on a rollercoaster ride of fun and adventure. 
 
REVIEWS 
In this cute and rather fun Euro cartoon (...) the characters are sweet and likeable, and the story 
rattles along. File under school-holiday viewing for younger kids. 
Radio Times 
 
There are some funny moments and the movie itself has some lovely backgrounds (the characters 
themselves are a bit bug-eyed, however) as it turns into something of a furry road movie. 
Movies 4 Kids 
 
This tasty, animated film will please everyone thanks to its energy, its inventiveness, its irony 
and its funny references. 
OrcaSound 
 
A funny and clever animated thriller. An outstanding work of humour, mischief and intelligence. 
Un polar d’animation drôle et malin. Une œuvre épatante de drôlerie, de malice et 
d'intelligence. 
Les Fiches du Cinéma 
 
 
A fun thriller, the film offers great moments and makes you smile. Perfect for a good night out to 
the movies. 
La grande cavale s’adresse aux enfants du primaire. (...) Polar ludique, le film offre un bon 
moment et fait sourire. Parfait pour une petite sortie au cinéma qui fait du bien. 
Le Soleil 
 
The film is populated by endearing, eccentric characters.  
Le film est peuplé de personnages attachants, aux idiosyncrasies savoureuses. 
Media Film 
 
Intended for children 6 years and older, this coming-of-age story plays on its energy, its 
creativity, its irony, including delightful references (North by Northwest by Hitchcock.) 
Destiné aux enfants dès 6 ans, ce récit initiatique mise sur son énergie, son inventivité et son 
ironie, sans oublier des références savoureuses. (La Mort aux trousses, de Hitchcock). 
Le Journal du dimanche 
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DETAILS 
 
LANGUAGE 
The story takes place in a village of farmers owning animals. The language is appropriate to their 
social conditions, neither sophisticated nor coarse but rather familiar. 
Each speaks with a language typical of its character and personality. 
For instance, the Mocks are a married couple: the husband bullies its guard dog Elvis who is 
afraid of humans. He calls him a fleabag, a wimp, a good for nothing, threatening to take him to 
the animal refuge as he mimics the cutting of its throat. The only coarse word of the film “putain 
de poule mouillée” is pronounced by a couple of laughing pigeons. 
Mrs. Mock in turn bullies her husband by yelling at him to hurry up (familiarly Magne-toi les 
bretelles) and that she will give him a licking (Je te botte les fesses). 
 
Elvis, the guard dog, is gruff. He says nasty things to his companions before they become his 
friends: “Cats think they are the best”, about Marnie whom he calls an idiot (une andouille) or a 
couch potato (Une patate de canapé.) 
Later he regrets his language and only wants to leave and hides using familiar words like se tirer 
and se planquer. 
Addressing Eggbert, Elvis insults its intelligence: “ You shut up! Don’t forget that your bird 
brain is the size of a nut!” 
Toi, la ferme ! N’oublie pas que ton cerveau de volatile a la taille d’une noix. 
The whole gang is made of bras cassés, a derogatory term expressing that they are good for 
nothing. 
However, Elvis reveals he has been beaten by previous masters in the past, thus his philosophy: 
 “Even if I have to starve, I will not exchange my freedom for food” 
Même si je crève la dalle, je ne troquerai pas ma liberté pour une gamelle. (familiar language) 
 
The police use pejorative words for Elvis like clébard, a mutt. Un flingue is the slang word for 
one of the policemen’s gun. 
 
The zebra is not smart enough according to Eggbert and the hens describe the rooster in 
unflattering ways like having his belly dragging on the ground. 
They dream that their owner becomes a vegan so that they won’t have to be the chickens in the 
chicken soup. The farmer does indeed become a vegan (végétarien). 
 
The visual version of the film may have writing in English such as Marnie’s diary, newspapers 
headlines or posters. 
 
VIOLENCE 
NON-GRAPHIC VIOLENCE, INTEGRAL TO THE PLOT, RESULTING IN NO 
VISIBLE INJURY 

 Frantic chases 
This animation is a comedy. Marnie’s investigation is full of chases with all kinds of vehicles: a 
tractor, a car, a truck, planes. The truck bumps into a speedy train and ends up into a haystack. 
Nobody is harmed. 
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Because of the road bumps and the speed of the vehicles, some characters do fall on the ground 
like Paul’s accomplices for instance. 
During his escape, Paul in his fake wheelchair drags Rosaline, his sister, in the air. She hangs on 
to it and screams for fear she would fall. How the four animals save her and arrest Paul is 
spectacular. 
 

 The weapons in the animation 
Farmers use their hunting rifles to catch the animal suspects. At one point, one of the robbery 
victims shoots at Eggbert and Marnie as they are hanging to ropes in order to access her laptop. 
Farmer Mock shoots at the animals, once in a plane that noisily flies very close to the ground and 
another time when he succeeds in making a hole in the plane flown by Elvis. 
The policemen threaten the animals with their guns without shooting. 
Elvis’ favourite  weapon is a paintball gun he uses for defense. 
A quick allusion is made to dynamite and an explosion from the TV crime series Marnie is used 
to watching.  
 

 Bullying 
Humans  
Mrs. Mock bullies her husband. She slaps the back of his head when he suggests to sell the 
painting they just got back from the thieves. Very quick. Non-graphic gesture. 
Mr. Mock has to push his wife into the car because she is a big woman. 
One of the thieves slaps his accomplice Jojo to stop confessing their deeds. Again, a non-graphic 
quick movement. 
Animals  
- Farmer Mock mistreats his guard dog by pulling on its chain, pushing it on the ground and 
mimicking to slit its throat. 
- The farmer wants to kill one of his beloved hens for his chicken soup. 
- Marnie is thrown in a cage 
- The rooster has the recurrent nightmare that he is in a spa which becomes a boiling pot 
surrounded by eating utensils. 
- Paul threatens to strangle the rooster if Marnie does not give him the incriminating picture she 
took of him while he was robbing a home. 
 

 Screaming is heard from time to time when… 
- One of the robbery victims realizes she was robbed. 
- Rosaline is floating in the air. 
- Marnie watches the TV show when a woman scream for help. 
 
NUDITY 
None 
 
SEXUAL ACTIVITY 
None 
The postman is in love with Rosaline. He is gentle and tender with her. He carries her like a 
gentleman when she faints. Rosaline, later, shows him affection. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT 
 Positive messages 

La Grande cavale is an animation based on the Grimm Brothers tale The Bremen Town 
Musicians. As in the tale, the animals succeed in choosing their own destiny. 
 
The good triumphs over evil 
Paul, the evil brain of the robberies, is captured and punished with is accomplices thanks to the 
animals Marnie, Elvis, Antoine and Eggbert. 
 
The heroism, bravery and integrity of the animals 
Marnie displays her courage and honesty in accomplishing her mission. 
Elvis, in spite of his painful past life, recognizes his flaws and will eventually become a member 
of the group of friends. 
Anton/Antoine regains his dignity and self-esteem by stopping to pretend it is a zebra or 
something/one else. 
Eggbert is finally freed from his farmyard duties to enjoy yoga. 
They all end up being good friends. 
 

  Anthropomorphism: human-like animals  
A few examples: 
o The animals speak to each other in a distinct manner that reflects their personalities. They 

feel human emotions. 
o Marnie can read and think logically through the clues she gathers from the case. 
o Marnie has the habits of a human being: in her diary she has details of her everyday routine, 

she watches television, knows how to eat properly, brushes her teeth, etc. 
o Elvis, in spite of being a dog, can drive a tractor, a truck, a car, a plane and a motorbike. 
o Eggbert practices meditation. 
o The hens want to have little chicks and they faint when they meet Ricardo, the handsome 

new rooster.  
o The animals stop talking when they are with humans, hence the use of the TV crime show 

when the animals want to call for help. 
o Rosaline Decharme treats Marnie like her daughter, which triggers a misunderstanding in the 

mind of her loving postman who believed Marnie was a human being. 
 
In closing   
After exciting adventures and initially a lack of mutual understanding, the four animals’ 
behaviour projects very positive messages of friendship, solidarity, honesty and courage.. 
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 FILM PHOTOS 

Rosaline Decharme treats Marnie like her own child . She bakes delicious cakes for her. 
           
 
         

  
The animals behave like humans : the rooster loves yoga, the hens named Matilda, 
Charlotte, Stéfania, « les demoiselles » cackle away), Marnie reads her diary. She 
knows how to use a laptop. 
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The Drabville farmers are looking to capture the animal thieves 

 
.   
 
 
 
The four friends are fleeing : 
Eggbert, Antoine, Marnie et 
Elvis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Paul demands that Marnie gives 
him the incriminating photo. 
Otherwise... 
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Paul uses his fake wheelchair to escape. 


