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UNDER THE STARS OF PARIS 
SOUS LES ÉTOILES DE PARIS 
 Original version: French/ English subtitles 

 
Director : Claus Drexel 

Genre : Contemporary tale - Family 
Country of origin : France 

With : Catherine Frot , Mahamadou Yaffa 
Length : 1 h 26 min 

 

From 14 years up  
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synopsis 
 
Christine's life has not been easy lately. Her lonely routine is divided between free food banks 
distributions and wandering the streets of Paris. On a cold winter night, she finds Suli, an 8-year-
old Burkinabe boy, sobbing in front of her shelter. Christine understands that he is lost and has 
been separated from his mother. Bounded by their marginal condition, they embark together on 
an emotional journey full of tenderness to find Suli’s mother in the underground world of Paris. 
 
reviews 
	Delicate and heartfelt, Drexel’s film captivates us with gorgeous turns from Frot and Yaffa, as 
well as the quiet, emotional tone that the filmmaker crafts. (...) 
Under the Stars of Paris presents Catherine Frot in one of her most impressive performances, 
whilst Mahamadou Yaffa excels alongside the French cinema titan. Drexel’s well-pitched 
narrative and gently poetic direction ensures that this is a punchy and beautifully tender watch. 
Culture Fix 
 
With his feature length debut, Under the Stars of Paris, Drexel returns to the subject of 
homelessness that he first addressed in his 2013 documentary, On the Edge of the World. In 
doing so, he shines a light on the hidden underbelly of Paris to weave a story of friendship and 
strength between two very different, yet very similar, forms of outcast. 
The Wee Review 
 
Family-oriented, compassionate and moving, Under the Stars of Paris feels like an old-style film 
with contemporary issues. 
Culturebox-France Télévisions (translated from French) 
 
DETAILS 
 
LANGUAGE 
As Christine is homeless, she deals with people who address her kind with roughness. Utterances 
like these are occasional in the film: 
Fous le camp! – Clear out! 
Casse-toi! – Beat it! 
Tu vas te taire – Shut your mouth 
Bordel! – Damn it! 
Oh putain! – Oh F..ck! 
Ça va pas la tête?- Are you nuts? 
C’est quoi ça? – What the hell is it? 
Bitch or Shit are very occasionally read in the subtitles. Some exclamations have an over-the-top 
translation. 
Christine expresses herself in a perfectly correct everyday French language with touches of 
humour. By contrast, Suli cannot speak French as his native language is Bambara. Christine and 
Suli encounter migrants from Burkina Faso who try to say their names in French. 
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VIOLENCE 
Physical violence is hardly present in the film. Towards the end, however, Christine bangs her 
head against one of the glass doors in the airport as she wants to attract the security guards 
attention. Minor bloodletting is seen on Christine’s forehead. 
Earlier in the film, a remote, implied threat comes from a passer-by who stares at Christine 
walking alone, in the middle of the night, along the Seine river.  
 
NUDITY 
No nudity 
 
SEXUAL ACTIVITY 
No sexual activity 
 
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT 
The filmmaker takes us unto the realities experienced by the marginalized groups of homeless  
people and migrants. 
 
Homelessness 
Christine spends her days roaming the streets of Paris, looking into garbage cans and waiting for 
her next meal from the food bank. She sleeps under a bridge, washes with a rag she wets from a 
bottle of water. 
When she meets Suli, Christine sells her precious possession of a necklace to pay for Suli’s 
clothes that she was caught stealing.  
 
Not very much is known about Christine. At the beginning of the film, a miniature merry-go-
round is burning in visible flames then the flames reverse into the original objects: a frame with a 
baby boy picture, a paper with a drawn tree. It feels like these clues help understand who 
Christine was and is. 
The filmmaker gives Christine her dignity back as well as a sense of humanity. 
We see that she is interested in science, we will learn later that she was a research scientist... 
The homeless, as we commonly believe, are lost, vulgar, drunken people who can’t express 
themselves.. These are preconceived ideas we must fight. These people had a life before and will 
still have a life: they read a lot and they are more educated than we think. I learnt a lot from 
street people. 
Claus Drexel 
 
The migrants 
They live in tents under bridges in Paris, marginalized. In the film the migrants are all males. 
They welcome Christine  and Suli for a night with great kindness. 
 
Attitudes 
o Negative attitude 
When Christine enters a hairdressing salon to seek help at the Goutte d’Or neighbourhood in 
Paris, the women are hostile to her. 
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When the worker from the Seine quay ousts Christine from the subway underground she uses as 
her night shelter, he expresses his animosity against migrants: 
“You know I give you clothes. They are for you. They are not for those migrants who occupy our 
country.” 
 
 Security guards send Christine away when she tries to approach the Detention Centre where the 
migrants are kept in until they are flown out of the country. 
 
o Positive attitude 
When Christine faints, passers-by come to her rescue. 
The female doctor who examines Suli is not judgemental. 
The airport agent and the cleaning lady help Christine in her mission. 
The woman in the mobile home drives Cristine to the detention centre.  
 
Celebrating humanitarian feelings 
In spite of her initial reluctance to welcome him in her life, Christine becomes the protector and a 
substitute mother for Suli. She does all she can for Suli to find his birth mother in a society 
showing no sign of empathy.  
Her tender care and the little gifts Christine gives Suli like the kaleidoscope, add poetry and 
humanity to their roaming in Paris seen in all its beauty from the street lamps and stairs of 
Montmartre to Notre-Dame cathedral from the Seine river with glimpses of the Sacré-Cœur 
basilica.... 
 
 
FILM PHOTOS  
                       

      
Christine is homeless. She lives in the streets of Paris. 
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She found a shelter on the river Seine where Suli just showed up  

 
 

 
 
Suli cannot speak French. 
He is a migrant child 
looking for his mother 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      

 
Christine and Suli are roaming in the streets of Paris 
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Christine takes care of Suli with love  
 
 


